NANÁ VASCONCELOS

Biography

In the year 1956, born in Recife, capital of the state of Pernambuco, Brazil, Juvenal de Holanda Vasconcelos, and exactly after two decades working with musicians around the world, the culture of his homeland is present in everything he does. Naná begun to play when he was 12 years old, having his father by his side, in the Recife’s Martial Band. 

Showing great interest in many musical styles, going from the erudite Brazilian music of Villa – Lobos to Jimi Hendrix’s Rock’n Roll, Naná learned to play, practically, all the percussion instruments, but just in 1960, he became an expert in berimbau ( a Brazilian percussion instrument with a long stick and one longe steel string). He plays this instrument in an unique way and he’s considered one of the best on it.  

After the most variety musical experiences, Naná moved to Rio de Janeiro and started working with the Brazilian singer and composer Milton Nascimento, 

In 1970, the saxophonist Gato Barbieri, from Argentina, invited him to join his group. They had been making shows in New York and Europe. With prominence in the festival of Montreux,, where the percussionist’s performance received a big round of applauses from the audience and pulled out great of critics reviews.

In the end of a tour, the musicians went to Paris, France, and lived there for five years, where he produced his first album, “Africadeus” (71). 

“Amazonas” (1972), the second one, was recorded in Brazil. After that, he started a successful partnership (during eight years) with the pianist and composer Egberto Gismonti, releasing three albums: “Dança das Cabeças”, “Sol do Meio Dia” and “Duas Vozes”. 

When he returned to New York, Naná formed the group “Codona”, with Don Cherri and Colin Walcott, also recording and touring with the Pat Metheny’s group. 

Working with artists of the most varied trends, he recorded with B.B. King, the violinist Jean Luc Ponty and the Talking Heads, led by David Byrne. 

Even spending many hours of his life recording albums, Naná never became bureaucratic on studios, bringing special contributions for each, always beyond all expectations. 

In 80’s years, recorded “Saudades”, concert of berimbau and orchestra. Later, came “Bush Dance” and “Rain Dance” showing his experiences with electronic instruments. 

Ten years later, in 1986, Naná was back to Brazil for a big tour. He came back to NYC for many years and in 2001 he decide to come back to his roots in Brazil, living in his homeland (Recife) since then.

 Naná worked in tracks of films such as “Desperately Seeking Susan”, directed by Susan Seidelnan, starring (Rosanna Arquete and Madonna). “Doum Bay Lo” from the celebrated director Jim Jarmush and “Amazon” by Finisgh filmmaker Mika Kaurismaki. 

Naná had been more directly involved with the Brazilian musical scenario, making the artistic direction of the World-wide festival Percussive Panorama (Percpan) and with the Musical Project ABC, beyond special participations in albums of Milton  Nascimento, Caetano Veloso, Marisa Monte, mundo livre S/A, amongst others.

 In Brazil, Naná Vasconcelos made the record “Contando Histórias” (94) and recently, “Contamination”, “Minha Lôa” and now, “Chegada” (2006), by Azul Music records. 

Inspired on his Brazilian origin, Naná idealized the project ABC da Flor do Mangue, his work with devoid children. Naná was considered to be the best percussionist of the world for seven times, by the American jazz magazine Down Beat. 

NANÁ’s current projects

Naná is a recognized musician world-wide, but be famed doesn’t let him forget to sympathize with social problems everywhere. And it explains the four projects involving pop arts of his authorship.   

Naná Vasconcelos Band

In this show, based on his last album’s repertoire, Naná presents his band formed by young and great Brazilian musicians: LUI COIMBRA (cello, acoustic guitar and rabeca),  GABRIEL GESZTI (keyboard, accordeon), CESAR MICHILLES (saxophone and flute) and LUCAS DOS PRAZERES (percussion and charm).     

Musical ABC   

It was created in 1995 to revive the Brazilian folklore and to stimulate musical education in schools.  The project is carried through in partnerships with orchestras, theaters and children’s groups who are fond of music. 700 (seventeen hundred) children had already presented themselves for the Musical ABC, at least. The first accomplishment occurred, in Salvador, with the Bahia’s Symphonic Orchestra. The project was developed, in the city of São Paulo, with the Orquestra Jazz Sinfônica and the Orquestra da Juventude. In Recife, it was shown four times.   

 ABC of the Arts   

 A foundation where children and adolescents can be taught, study and learn a wide diversity of artistic’s activities such as music, theater, cinema, plastic arts, handmade. This project Naná dreams of one day becoming true.  

 Organic Worshop  

 It is a work where Naná not only uses his instruments, but also the body to reproduce sounds of the nature. In it, really, occurs an integrated approach of body, music, sound and rhythm. The activity is recommended, mainly, to percussionists, musicians in general, dancers and actors.       

Opening of Recife’s Carnival  

Since 2001, Naná Vasconcelos commands a project to put on a revival of Maracatu’s (a very rich Afro-Brazilian percussion and dance rhythmic style of art) Nations. We are talking about a 600 musicians playing tambores (kind of bass drum). It is shown, yearly, to the audience at the Opening Act of Recife’s Carnival, in Brazil.  On this day, Naná congregates in Recife’s downtown, eleven nations of maracatu and the Orquestra Sinfônica do Recife, joining popular and the erudit music. The event, that grows, each year, is in the official calendar of the Recife’s Carnival – one of the most famous and popular open parties of Brazil. It is considered to be the biggest popular party of the city and has called the attention all over the country, not only for the beauty and bigness of the spectacle, but for the cultural importance that represents as well, mainly, for the local  people.  One month prior to the event, Naná Vasconcelos got used to visit all the communities of Maracatu in the city and share informations and knowledges with musicians who will take part of the event, including, also, the ones who are in the Symphonic Band of the city. 

Besides all those local musicians, Naná always invites special guest for the occasion, as instrumentalists and singers from anyplace, always bringing new notes to that huge and extremely cultural rich event.

